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Presentation Overview

• United Nations SDGs

• Interdisciplinary Connections



What are the UN SDGs?

• International framework developed in 2015 to achieve global justice

• Holistic, comprehensive approach

• 17 integrated goals categorized in the following themes:
• Social inequalities
• Natural environment
• Social and economic sustainability





“Nations United: Urgent Solutions for Urgent Times”



GOALS, TARGETS AND INDICATORS

• 17 UNSDG goals 

• Each goal has targets and each target has 
indicators

• Open the goal, 

• Select more info

• Scroll down to find targets and indicators

https://sdgs.un.org/goals


Resources for Educators

• United Nations: Student resources to learn more about each SDG

• UNESCO: Numerous pedagogical ideas for each SDG

• Our World in Data: SDG tracker to increase awareness of world 
progress for each SDG and to improve students’ data literacy of global 
issues

Note: These resources are designed for K-12 and post-secondary classrooms.

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/student-resources/
https://en.unesco.org/themes/education/sdgs/material
https://sdg-tracker.org/


What are interdisciplinary connections?

• Intentional understanding of an SDG from a variety of viewpoints

• Combination of multiple disciplines and connection between disciplines 
to create a more powerful teaching and learning experience

• Mirroring of real world labor market knowledge and skills for both faculty 
and students



Interdisciplinary Connections

• In the chat, tell us why we as faculty may shy away from working 
outside our own discipline.

• Abbott (2001) says disciplines put boundaries on what is real and what is 
relevant.  

• Bendix (2017) says crossing boundaries may induce moral panic, status 
tensions and communication breakdowns.



Challenges of Interdisciplinary Connections

• Push faculty and students outside of their comfort zone

• May take up time to develop assignments and other course materials



Interdisciplinary Connections

• In the chat, tell us why we as faculty may embrace working outside our 
own discipline.

• Have to look beyond any conflict or strife
• Move beyond our own comfort levels – challenge ourselves



Benefits of Interdisciplinary Connections

• Increase student engagement and interest in the topic

• Uncover preconceived notions or biases (faculty and students)

• Advance critical thinking and other related competencies

• Improve one’s understanding of the way the world works



Example of 
Interdisciplinary 

Renewable Assignment: 
Spanish and Chemistry

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/_doc
uments/offices/elite/responsible-

production-consumption-assignment-
2.pdf

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/_documents/offices/elite/responsible-production-consumption-assignment-2.pdf


Student Project: Chemistry and Spanish

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/_doc
uments/offices/elite/unesco/comparing-
and-contrasting-recycling-practices.pdf

https://www.montgomerycollege.edu/_documents/offices/elite/unesco/comparing-and-contrasting-recycling-practices.pdf
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